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A. INTRODUCTION
w
omen have undergone significant historical changes in their socio-political roles, influenced by cultural and political factors, as well as advancements in knowledge and technology that shape their behaviors, actions, and thoughts. In the past, established women were able to navigate and understand the interconnectedness of patriarchy and matriarchy. Today, it is essential to maintain focus on this interconnectedness, especially regarding the ongoing socio-political impacts on women from all social groups. Women continue to be vulnerable to violence, injustice, and exploitation by men, and they often face restrictions on their socio-political roles. This situation is particularly evident in regions with strong conservative patriarchal cultures. A key aspect of addressing this interconnectedness involves striving for harmony that promotes justice for both men and women, recognizing their distinct roles in society and politics. From a sociological perspective, the struggle for rights by both men and women cannot be pursued independently or homogeneously (Mohanty, 2003). Maria Mies emphasized that achieving this requires collaboration and cooperation, focusing on values that promote awareness and advocacy for justice and equality, particularly for women (Fauzi, 2025).
The involvement of women in socio-political life remains an ongoing topic of discussion. The representation of women in politics continues to be assessed within a political system that is still largely dominated by patriarchal traits (Aula, 2023; Goyal, 2025; Haryani et al., 2018; Hibbs, 2022; Inayatillah, 2023; Jung, 2024; Luna, 2025; Rieiro-García et al., 2023). Women’s participation in politics can act as a catalyst for promoting equality and justice for women. However, it raises the question: do female political actors also advocate for women’s economic and political rights and actively engage in promoting justice and equality that directly affects women in society?. The dynamics of women's political struggle often involve competing against other female candidates to meet the quota allocated for female politicians (Luna, 2025). When granted a quota, female legislators may find themselves in a position to challenge the hegemony of the patriarchal political system and advocate for justice and equality for women through various programs. However, female politicians often prioritize their responsibilities based on their committee placements within the legislative structure. According to Maria Mies, this dilemma largely depends on the courage and political awareness of female legislators in advocating for women's socioeconomic rights (Fauzi, 2025). 
The importance of female legislators in empowering and championing the socio-political well-being of women stems from their superior social orientation abilities in politics, which lead to better decision-making and policy outcomes compared to their male counterparts (Brollo & Troiano, 2016; Bruce et al., 2022; Hessami & da Fonseca, 2020; Lassébie, 2020; Lippmann, 2022). Although women's participation in politics has begun to grow (Fokum et al., 2020; Prihatini, 2019; Sanjaume-Calvet et al., 2023), this increase has been influenced by the implementation of policies aimed at raising quotas for female legislators. However, there are still significant differences in how women across various countries engage with these quota policies. In Indonesia, the law stipulates a 30% quota for female legislators under Law No. 7 of 2017, yet the country has not been able to fully meet this requirement. Public trust and participatory engagement with female legislators remain low, particularly in certain regions. According to data published by the Indonesian Central Statistics Agency (BPS) on April 25, 2025, only 22.46% of parliamentary seats were held by women in 2024. Among the provinces, North Sulawesi had the highest representation of female legislators at 45.24%, followed by North Maluku and Southeast Sulawesi with 28.89%. Conversely, the provinces with the lowest participation of female legislators were West Papua (8.57%), Papua Mountains (8.89%), and Aceh (8.97%) (Badan Pusat Statistik, 2025). This data suggests that valuable insights for increasing the number of female legislators can be drawn from North Sulawesi Province, as it is the only province to exceed the 30% quota. Conversely, the three provinces with the lowest representation—West Papua, Papua Mountains, and Aceh— warrant further investigation. Notably, these provinces share a common history of conflict and challenges related to human resource development. This study will focus specifically on the dynamics of female legislators' contributions in Aceh Province. 
In addition to sharing similar post-conflict regional characteristics with West Papua and Highland Papua, Acehnese women have historically played a dynamic role in social and political life, from the kingdom era through resistance to colonialism and into the present day. While the political performance of Acehnese women has faced challenges  (Inayatillah, 2023). They persist in maintaining a significant presence in Aceh's socio-political landscape, particularly in traditional ceremonies, despite the influence of a strong patriarchal culture. Encouringly, the gender inequality index in Aceh has shown improvement, decreasing from 0.514 in 2020 to 0.459 in 2024 (Badan Pusat Statistik Provinsi Aceh, 2025). This positive trend indicates that efforts to reduce gender inequality are making an impact. However, it is essential to address the decline in political participation among Acehnese women, which has fallen from 11.1% between 2020-2023 to 8.94% in 2024. This decrease underscores the need to strengthen support for Acehnese women and enhance their empowerment. Given the declining political participation of Acehnese women in 2024, it is crucial to examine how the commitment and advocacy of Acehnese female legislators can foster justice and equality within the community. This inquiry stems from insights gained from the BPS index published since 2020. The previously high levels of women's participation from 2020 to 2023 correlate with a reduction in empowerment inequality, while the decline in legislative participation in 2024 calls for renewed focus and action. This study aims to analyze the socio-political interactions between Acehnese female legislators and the community of Acehnese women, emphasizing the importance of empowering women to navigate and reshape the prevailing patriarchal traditions. By fostering collaboration and highlighting the vital contributions of female legislators, we can create a more equitable society for Acehnese women. Rather than exploring why there are so few female legislators in Aceh, this study shines a light on the meaningful socio-political contributions these women make to the lives of Acehnese women. Here, 'female legislators in Aceh' refers to women serving in formal legislative roles within elected bodies such as the Indonesian House of Representatives (DPR RI), the Regional People's Representative Council (DPRA/DPRD), and the Regional People's Representative Council (DPK). 
To effectively grasp the dynamics of the relationship between female legislators and women in Aceh, employing Foucault's Discourse Analysis (FDA) approach is essential. The patriarchal political domination system is a deeply entrenched construct in society, and it must be reexamined to bolster women's active participation in socio-political matters. This requires acknowledging the interplay between patriarchal and matriarchal relations. Reconstructing this involvement hinges on the presence of power, with women's representation as legislators serving as a critical factor in facilitating their contributions within the political framework. The FDA stands apart from other forms of discourse analysis by focusing on the macro level. It transcends the mere examination of documents, texts, or articles, delving into the relationship between these texts and the prevailing power dynamics that shape broader societal contexts. For Foucault, every discourse is intrinsically linked to political influences and the production of power through discursive methods (Ahmed, 2021; Bacchi & Bonham, 2014; Hidalgo Tenorio, 2011). The policies and frameworks articulated in relation to female legislators navigating the patriarchal political system of Aceh, as well as their efforts to empower and shape policies impacting Acehnese women, fundamentally represent the macro level of this study, stemming from the dynamic interplay of power and political production. The FDA approach consists of five critical stages to examine the macro-level contributions of female Acehnese legislators to the socio-political equality and justice of women in Aceh. These stages include: discourse identification, discourse structure analysis, analysis of power relations, subject identification and subjectification analysis, and analysis of discourse effects and consequences. The primary objective of the FDA approach is to dissect the existing social structural dominance within society (Ahmed, 2021). By exploring these themes, the study seeks to illuminate the potential pathways for enhancing women's participation and representation in the political arena of Aceh. with a sharp focus on the discourse of patriarchal dominance and the integral contributions of female legislators to women's rights. Ultimately, this study decisively articulates the capability of female Acehnese legislators to champion the rights of Acehnese women, particularly in light of their representation frequently falling short of established quotas. This study examines how Acehnese female legislators address the barriers women face in Aceh, emphasizing their daily efforts beyond electoral success. The central question is: in a society shaped by patriarchy, post-conflict realities, and strong cultural norms, how do these women create positive change in the socio-political sphere for others?
B. METHOD
T
his research adopts a constructive qualitative approach, highlighting the historical developments and phenomena related to women's and political discourse. It focuses on the significant legislative contributions of Acehnese women toward achieving equality and justice, as explored through various electronic media platforms, employing a critical discourse analysis framework. Using the Foucauldian Discourse Analysis (FDA) approach, this study collects and examines data through extensive library research, including journal articles, books, and online news sources. Searches for relevant articles were effectively conducted using Google and the Mendeley search engine, resulting in 80% of the library data being sourced from research published in the last decade, ensuring contemporary relevance. To further enrich the findings, field observations were performed on the lives and socio-political viewpoints of Acehnese women. This validation process was designed to enhance the authenticity of previous research findings, ensuring that the voices of Acehnese women were heard. To foster open dialogue, discussions were facilitated outside of formal scientific settings, encouraging genuine expression from women across diverse backgrounds. The data collected from both literature and field observations were systematically analyzed according to the stages detailed in the 5 FDA. This thorough analysis resulted in the creation of three distinct sub-studies, each contributing valuable insights to the overarching themes of the research.
C. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A
cehnese women have unequivocally faced significant challenges in their socio-political lives due to the distortions created by power relations and knowledge. These distortions have given rise to new socio-political conditions that demand our attention. Analyzing these distortions requires a thorough examination of historical discourses across four critical phases. The first phase took place during the reign of the Aceh kingdom, followed by the colonial period as the second phase. The third phase encompasses the period from Indonesian independence to the New Order era, while the fourth phase reveals the status of Acehnese women after the conflict. Each of these phases has profoundly influenced the discourse surrounding the socio-political position of Acehnese women, heavily shaped by the dynamics of power and knowledge. It is imperative to understand how these dynamics impact the current landscape for Acehnese women legislators. There have been distinct periods in which Acehnese women legislators today have made substantial contributions, as well as times when they have been marginalized in leadership roles. Recognizing this historical context is essential for grasping the ongoing dynamics of Acehnese women's participation in socio-political life and their rightful place in it. This discussion has three parts. First, it reviews the historical background of Acehnese women's public roles. Second, it analyzes the current contributions of Acehnese women legislators in relation to power dynamics and cultural norms. Third, it critically examines the factors that enable or limit these contributions.

1. Historical Dynamics of Socio-Political Relations Among Acehnese Women.

Ali Hasymi (1977) offers a comprehensive examination of the pivotal role played by Acehnese women during the kingdom era, a period marked by their significant contributions to the principles of equality, justice, and independence for the Acehnese people over the course of 59 years. He emphasizes the patriotism and active involvement of prominent female leaders, such as Seri Ratu Tajul Alam Safiatuddin, Seri Ratu Nurul Alam Naqiatuddin, Seri Ratu Zakituddin Inayat Syah, and Seri Ratu Kamalat Syah. These women not only held leadership positions but also shaped the socio-political landscape of the Aceh Darussalam kingdom through their dedication and service. Hasymi highlights that the Aceh government was grounded in a legal framework based on the Qanun Meukuta Alam Al Asyi. Under this system, the principle of gender equality was enshrined, allowing women and men to equally participate in vital roles related to national defense, public service, leadership, and community building (Hasjmi, 1977). However, Hasymi clarifies that those appointed as leaders were expected to meet specific qualifications, including competence and knowledge in their respective duties. This requirement ensured that leadership was based on merit and capability, rather than solely on gender (Hasjmi, 1977). During that era, female leaders needed to possess a blend of social, political, spiritual, and intellectual skills. These attributes were essential for them to confidently challenge the discourse surrounding the legitimacy of women's leadership, especially in the face of opposition from business groups and the Wujudiyah school ((Subkhana Adzim Baqi et al., 2022). Notably, Queen Safiatuddin played a significant role in promoting equality, welfare, and justice for women through educational initiatives (Maysarah & Nur, 2024; Subkhana Adzim Baqi et al., 2022). She supported women's participation in royal and military institutions, known as the "inong balee" group, and facilitated their appointment as judges. This was achieved by directing the cleric Abdurrauf As-Singkili to write the book *Mir'at al-Thullab fi Tashil Ma'rifat al-Ahkam*. Furthermore, she ensured economic security for women by granting house assets to daughters upon marriage (Hasjmi, 1977; Rahmat, 2022). She even encouraged the establishment of Islamic boarding schools and religious institutions for the wujudiyah group, which opposed her leadership due to her gender. 
During the Dutch colonial period, Acehnese female leaders shared a unified orientation and mindset in their struggle for the status and equality of Acehnese women. This was a time when patriarchal culture strongly influenced the social and political life of Acehnese society. The attitudes of these legislators during both periods emphasized respect for local religious and cultural values, while also showcasing women's leadership skills in advocating for equality and justice for both men and women. The quest for harmony in achieving equality and justice between genders, during these two periods, stemmed from a mindset that valued national interests over individual ones. The acquisition of knowledge, primarily from the Middle East, combined with Islamic teachings, played a significant role in enhancing the intellectual outlook of Acehnese women at the time (Maysarah & Nur, 2024; Rahmat, 2022; Subkhana Adzim Baqi et al., 2022). Snouck Hurgronje, a significant Dutch scholar in the history of Dutch colonialism in Aceh, even recommended banning the spread of Western knowledge and Christianization, as these would pose challenges to the end of colonialism in Aceh (Puteh, 2025). The influence of local Acehnese feminist knowledge during these two periods, which emphasized communal values, national interests, and culture-based justice, contrasted sharply with Western feminist perspectives that focused on individualistic values. Consequently, the contributions of Acehnese female leaders resonated with the Acehnese people—both men and women—who showed their support through trust and encouragement for these legislators during that era.
At the conclusion of Dutch colonial rule, educational opportunities for women in Indonesia began to emerge, coinciding with the development of feminist movements, particularly in Java, which advocated for the enhancement of women's status and participation. In contrast, the conditions for Acehnese women remained largely stagnant due to ongoing conflicts involving the Free Aceh Movement and the Government. The evolution of roles and opportunities for Acehnese women within government institutions was characterized by the requirement for female civil servants to engage in Family Welfare Education and Dharma Wanita (Women's Dharma) programs instituted by the central government (Wirahman & Alfiyani, 2022). However, Acehnese women enduring prolonged conflict faced challenges, including sexual violence and restrictions on their mobility. Under these circumstances, legislative positions remained predominantly occupied by men. Notwithstanding these obstacles, the implementation of educational rights for Acehnese women was effectively maintained. The 2005 peace agreement that concluded the Aceh-Indonesia conflict brought significant changes, enhancing women's educational opportunities and facilitating their broader engagement in socio-political life (Alex et al., 2023). New avenues for Acehnese women's participation and contributions were established, including the formation of local political parties and an independent candidacy system. This independent candidacy system is set to remain in effect for two election cycles, concluding in 2024, while the existence of local political parties will persist. Local political parties are expected to offer Acehnese women opportunities for active participation in socio-political affairs, particularly through the Lembaga Inong Aceh (LINA) group, which has transformed into a platform for political education, capacity building, and economic empowerment for women (Nurzahra et al., 2021)
 
b. Acehnese Female Legislators Today: Navigating the Power and Cultural Trap

Expectations for Acehnese female legislators to contribute to society following the post-Helsinki MoU are constrained by increasingly entrenched cultural traps. In this article, the term "power traps" refers to the influence of patriarchal authority, which exerts significant control over discourse and power dynamics within Acehnese culture (Ma, 2020). This environment compels female legislators to operate under the persistent dominance of patriarchal structures, even as they attempt to advance the socio-political interests of Acehnese women. As a result, the contributions of Acehnese female legislators are often confined to political activities that align with, rather than challenge, prevailing patriarchal norms. These limitations are further reinforced by cultural traps embedded within the social fabric of Acehnese society. The concept of "cultural traps" in this context encompasses a set of rationales that both justify and perpetuate patriarchal discourses, while simultaneously being shaped by misinterpretations of meaning through various descriptions and prescriptions (Wallace, 2023). Such cultural traps not only affect female legislators but also shape the attitudes of Acehnese women toward providing political support for female representatives. Furthermore, the ability of female legislators in Aceh to contribute socio-politically is closely tied to their electability, which remains low due to the persistent influence of power and cultural traps. In Aceh, these challenges are intensified by ongoing power relations and public debates concerning the intersection of gender, religion, and local customs.
Society faces a cultural trap shaped by persistent power relations and knowledge systems that reinforce patriarchal norms. These norms limit the contributions of female legislators in Aceh's socio-political sphere (Aspinall et al., 2021; Choi, 2023; Yusartika et al., 2023). Aspinall et al. (2021) found that the impact of female legislators is not solely determined by their numbers in parliament, but is significantly hindered by entrenched patriarchal attitudes. Their research shows that 78.2% of the public believes female legislators should support the policies of their male counterparts (Aspinall et al., 2021). As a result, female legislators in Aceh face challenges in making meaningful contributions, as final decisions often reflect patriarchal preferences. Despite these barriers, Acehnese female legislators, such as Mehran Gara R, continue to advocate for women and children. As a member of the Banda Aceh Regional People's Representative Council (DPRK), Mehran Gara has actively promoted the rights of Acehnese women and children through humanitarian programs (Ningsih, 2025). However, her efforts are constrained by patriarchal dominance over budgetary and strategic decisions, which limits the effectiveness of her advocacy. Ultimately, gender-based role restrictions and partial interpretations of religion further reinforce these cultural barriers (Choi, 2023; Yusartika et al., 2023).
Particularistic interpretations of religion that support the politicization and debates between patriarchal and matriarchal cultures (Afrianty, 2022; Indriyany et al., 2020; Pietropaoli, 2019). significantly influence the contributions of Acehnese female legislators to socio-political justice for women, often entrapping them within a persistent cultural barrier. Consequently, Acehnese female legislators frequently face attacks grounded in religious morality, even when their efforts to advance women's rights are carried out in their official capacities. For example, Illiza Sa'aduddin Djamal, a prominent female legislator in Aceh, has encountered rejection stemming from selective religious interpretations that discourage women's political participation. In 2017, she was defeated in the Banda Aceh mayoral election following a campaign that explicitly opposed women in politics (Widadio, 2024). Such political attacks have not been limited to her candidacy; her policy to restrict night hours for Acehnese women also attracted criticism for allegedly limiting women's social freedoms (Prokopim Banda Aceh, 2015). Nevertheless, her active role in promoting the right to education for Acehnese women was recognized with the 2025 Indonesian Srikandi Award (Amiruddin MK, 2025). Despite these achievements, patriarchal religious interpretations continue to stigmatize female legislators in Aceh, reinforcing the cultural barriers they face. This challenge is exacerbated by the ongoing use of Islamic law in Aceh as a site for gender-based political negotiations (Afrianty, 2022; Pietropaoli, 2019) and its application in local political practices (Indriyany et al., 2020). Ideological and religious factors, therefore, play a critical role in shaping public trust in the legitimacy of female legislators, perpetuating the cultural constraints on their socio-political contributions (White et al., 2023). Furthermore, the dynamics of legislative contributions are shaped not only by these cultural barriers but also by the reciprocal influence of power structures, which reinforce the cultural trap.
The power trap affecting the socio-political contributions of Acehnese female legislators arises not only from the influence of political party power, which regulates quota achievement for party interests (Chatun, 2023; Kania et al., 2020; Maciej Serda et al., 2017; Sundström & Stockemer, 2022; Yusartika et al., 2023). but is also significantly shaped by the legislators' own capabilities (Mardhiah et al., 2021; Zulfirman, 2017). Although Acehnese female legislators often propose progressive ideas aimed at advancing the socio-political status of Acehnese women, these initiatives rarely result in substantive policy changes that address women's rights. Analysis indicates that while Acehnese female legislators contribute progressive and innovative ideas to the development of women's resources, these contributions are largely confined to discourse at seminars and media publications. The experiences of Mehran Gara and Illiza Sa`aduddin Djamal, as previously discussed, are mirrored by T Ratna Laila Sari, a legislator in the DPRK of Langsa City, Aceh. Despite T Ratna Laila Sari's active role in promoting women's political education, advocating for increased participation, and supporting the economic empowerment of Acehnese women, her efforts remain constrained by a power structure that lacks gender neutrality. The capabilities demonstrated by T Ratna Laila Sari are often undermined by political narratives and party support systems that prioritize fulfilling women's quota requirements over substantive engagement in political processes.
Acehnese female legislators encounter significant structural and cultural barriers that undermine their ability to express their beliefs and formulate policies effectively addressing women's needs. Consequently, these legislators are frequently compelled to align with political party interests, as parties often nominate women primarily to fulfill quota requirements and sustain party viability (Maciej Serda et al., 2017). This alignment perpetuates power dynamics that restrict women's political participation and recognition. During the 2014-2019 period, female legislators’ motivations were shaped by internal factors, such as empathy, self-actualization, and organizational experience, as well as external factors, including support from family, religious leaders, political parties, and economic necessity (Mardhiah et al., 2021). The requirement to obtain party membership and approval further underscores the influence of male-dominated political structures on women's political roles. As a result, female legislators often become subjects of political maneuvering, limiting their autonomy in decision-making and policy formulation to protect women's interests (Heurich, 2019; Ndiaye, 2024). These challenges persist for Acehnese women in the 2024-2029 period, as party interests and election regulations that prioritize candidate popularity continue to constrain legislative candidates’ independence and effectiveness (Aklima, 2022; Pramono & Prianggodo, 2023).
Bustamam Usman demonstrates that female legislators encounter significant power constraints when formulating qanuns related to women. Their roles are often limited to advisory and opinion-giving capacities, while final decisions remain predominantly influenced by male politicians (Usman, 2019). Articles 47, 52, and 54 of Qanun No. 6/2014 concerning Jinayah (Islamic criminal law) reveal gaps in the protection of women and children, which contribute to the increasing marginalization of women as victims (Muzakkir, 2022). The revision of the 2014 Qanun Jinayah, resulting in Qanun Jinayah No. 9 of 2019, also fails to adequately address the protection of women and children, particularly regarding technical mechanisms for reporting. Consequently, Acehnese women remain reluctant to report cases of sexual harassment (Roslaili et al., 2024).  Analysis of Qanun Jinayah 2025 indicates improvements over the 2014 and 2019 versions, especially in budget allocation for women victims. However, Qanun No. 12 of 2025 remains insufficiently strict in imposing punishments for perpetrators of violence against women and children, as outlined in Articles 47 to 50. 
The tradition of Qanun-stipulating decisions continues to be dominated by a patriarchal system, as noted by Bustamam Usman in previous research. This dominance persists within the Qanun formulation mechanism. Acehnese female legislators remain constrained by both cultural and power structures, which position them primarily as symbolic figures to satisfy socio-political quotas, rather than as active decision-makers regarding the socio-political future of Acehnese women. The contributions of Mehran Gara, Illiza Sa'aduddin Djamal, and T. Ratna Laila Sari are ultimately confined to implementing programs that support decisions made by male politicians. While the Qanun was a step forward, it was compromised by the patriarchal power dynamics that dominated the legislative process. In terms of authority, these female legislators are limited to supporting political decisions, while culturally, they encounter expectations from Acehnese women who defer socio-political decision-making to male legislators. Consequently, Acehnese female legislators face a dual dilemma of powerlessness and cultural constraint in their efforts to contribute actively to Acehnese women's society. 
The dedication of political parties to fulfilling women's quotas can serve as a powerful source of political capital for Acehnese women's groups, empowering female legislative candidates who champion women's socio-political interests. When Acehnese women succeed in general elections and occupy seats in the legislative council, they have the opportunity to create impactful policies that promote progress. In the face of persistent challenges related to power dynamics and cultural constraints, a steadfast commitment to advocating for equality and socio-political justice for Acehnese women thrives through the social capital of female legislators. The influence of several Acehnese female legislators for the 2024-2029 term, such as Mehran Gara R, Illiza Sa'aduddin Djamal, and Darwati A Gani, embodies potential that can be transformed into political capital, addressing the socio-political needs of Acehnese women. The relentless efforts of Mehran Gara R to advocate for the rights of women and children (Ningsih, 2025) strengthen social relations and public trust, while fostering justice and equality for Acehnese women. This commitment builds a foundation of political capital, ensuring ongoing contributions to the welfare of Acehnese women. To overcome the power and cultural barriers faced by Acehnese female legislators, collaboration with women's organizations such as LINA, Balai Syura Ureung Inong Aceh (BSUIA), and other local women’s communities is not just necessary but vital. 

c. Critical Discourse Analysis of the Contributions of Acehnese Female Legislators to Advancing Women's Rights in Aceh

A Foucauldian discourse analysis reveals that a central issue in this study is the contestation over the definition of Acehnese female legislators within public discourse. Prevailing narratives frequently depict these legislators as supplementary actors, quota-fulfillers, or moral exemplars, with their legitimacy contingent on conformity to patriarchal norms (Asafo-Adjei et al., 2023). Such discourses restrict the concept of representation by evaluating women primarily on electability, perceived decency, or symbolic presence (Coffé, 2012). In contrast, alternative discourses recognize female legislators as substantive actors who articulate women's needs, facilitate engagement between institutions and society, and challenge the normalization of male-dominated politics (Itzkovitch-Malka & Oshri, 2024). The significance of Acehnese female legislators emerges through this ongoing struggle over meaning.
Historically, scholarly discussions regarding Acehnese female legislators and leaders have emphasized their restricted mobility. The competencies demonstrated by Acehnese female leaders during the kingdom era contrast with those exhibited by contemporary legislators. Currently, patriarchal dominance within political parties constrains the capacity of Acehnese female legislators to advocate for women's interests. Political parties further perpetuate the region's patriarchal culture, which is reinforced by prevailing cultural perceptions that shape the socio-political experiences of Acehnese women. Consequently, Acehnese female legislators encounter two primary obstacles in demonstrating their contributions: the power trap and the cultural trap. Foucauldian discourse analysis suggests that these forms of entrapment can be examined at both the structural and subjectivation levels. 
At the structural level, female legislators in Aceh occupy an ambiguous position. While they are expected to represent women, they are frequently situated within political frameworks that do not prioritize women's issues (Mardhiah et al., 2019). Although encouraged to participate in politics, their competence is often evaluated using criteria distinct from those applied to male counterparts (Ditonto, 2017). Illiza Sa'aduddin Djamal encountered this situation during her candidacy for mayor of Banda Aceh in 2017. An Acehnese cleric declared that women who run for office have committed a sin, and that those who vote for women have committed the same sin (Widadio, 2024b). In this context, their contributions extend beyond formal legislative activities to include discursive interventions. Acehnese female legislators influence which issues gain political attention. By consistently highlighting concerns related to women's welfare, violence, access, and recognition, they broaden the discursive opportunities available to Acehnese women (Mardhiah et al., 2018). Therefore, the significance of their contributions cannot be assessed solely by the attainment of quotas or the allocation of parliamentary seats.
 Analysis of power relations indicates that Acehnese female legislators must navigate at least three centers of power: party institutions, patriarchal social norms, and public expectations grounded in religion and local culture. These forces do not inherently silence women; rather, they establish the conditions under which women may speak and act. Acehnese female legislators who demonstrate institutional literacy, social accessibility, and cultural legitimacy are more effective in building trust and sustaining their contributions. This conclusion is supported by (Alex et al., 2023) and (Mardhiah et al., 2021). Such effectiveness clarifies why contributions in Aceh are associated with everyday visibility, issue advocacy, and community engagement. Contributions extend beyond formal positions and emerge from continuous demonstrations of responsiveness, credibility, and social proximity.
At the level of subjectivation, Acehnese female legislators are positioned as political subjects required to fulfill diverse and often conflicting demands. They are expected to demonstrate loyalty to party structures while maintaining close ties to women's communities. Additionally, they must uphold local values and simultaneously protect women from exclusionary interpretations. These legislators are required to maintain moral propriety and political assertiveness. This set of expectations imposes a greater burden than that typically experienced by male politicians. The responsibilities of Aceh's female legislators extend beyond occupying office; they must translate women's everyday concerns into demands that are both socially acceptable and politically effective, while preserving connections with their constituents.
The implications of this discourse are substantial. When Aceh's female legislators receive public recognition solely based on their gender, their political roles are diminished. In contrast, acknowledgment for concrete advocacy, network building, and issue articulation enhances both substantive representation and the legitimacy of women's political participation. The contributions of Aceh's female legislators should be conceptualized as a process that transforms women's concerns into parliamentary attention, bureaucratic responses, civic collaboration, and symbolic recognition. Although this process does not eliminate structural barriers, it demonstrates that even under restrictive conditions, female legislators can have a significant sociopolitical impact on women in Aceh.
D. CONCLUSIONS
T
his study reveals that the impact of Acehnese female legislators on women's lives cannot be reduced to a simple headcount in parliament. While their numbers matter, true political significance runs deeper. The research uncovers at least four powerful ways these women make a difference: they give voice to women's concerns in the halls of power, build bridges with women's groups and civil society, and inspire new possibilities for women's leadership in public life. These efforts are especially vital in Aceh, where the legacies of conflict, entrenched patriarchy, and cultural expectations still shape the limits of women's participation. Yet, their work is often constrained by 'power traps' within party structures and 'gatekeeping' by male politicians, as well as 'cultural traps' that reinforce the idea of women as secondary political actors. In light of these challenges, the true value of Acehnese female legislators should be measured by the substance of their advocacy, not just by quotas. To amplify their impact, stronger institutional backing, deeper partnerships with women's organizations, and policies that honor local values while advancing justice for Acehnese women are essential. In this way, the role of Acehnese female legislators can be seen as a driving force for democracy and justice, not just a symbolic gesture.
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